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AmericanHort Staff Celebrates 45th Annual Earth Day
Columbus, Ohio – Despite rain and chilly temperatures, AmericanHort staff celebrated Earth Day 2015
today. The staff observed the international event by contributing to the local landscape right outside the
office doors.
Two honeybee hives were installed in the office landscape. They were split from the personal hives of
David Blankenship, who serves as the AmericanHort Exhibit & Sponsorship Sales Representative and is a
professional beekeeper. In keeping with the “Grow Wise,Bee Smart” initiative, a pollinator garden will be
incorporated into the landscape when the weather gets warmer. Staff also picked up litter in the
neighborhood.
In a final stage of the festivities, the staff planted a new tri-color beech purchased from a local
independent garden center. Because the landscape around the office is irrigated, the beech will showcase
its brilliant color, and inspire nearby offices by showing that a healthy landscape equals a healthy work
environment.
“We had a lot of fun and no one was stung by the bees,” said Michael Geary, AmericanHort President and
CEO. “It was also equally important that we model how to advocate for and support our local
environment.”

###
AmericanHort was formed in 2014 by the consolidation of the American Nursery & Landscape
Association and OFA – The Association of Horticulture Professionals. With a combined history of 220+
years, AmericanHort supports nearly 16,000 member and affiliated businesses that include breeders,
greenhouse and nursery growers, garden retailers, distributors, interior and exterior landscape
professionals, florists, students, educators, researchers, manufacturers, and all of those who are part of
the industry market chain. The horticulture industry's production, wholesale, retail, and landscape service
components have annual sales of $163 billion, and sustain over 1,150,000 full- and part-time jobs. Our
mission is to unite, promote, and advance the horticulture industry through advocacy, collaboration,
connectivity, education, market development, and research. The association has offices in Columbus,
Ohio for administration and member services, and in Washington, DC to facilitate government relations
and research activities.

