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Protecting Bees & Pollinators Video Demystifies What Horticulture Needs to Know
Video Spotlights Conservation, Pollinator Research, and IPM Experts
Washington, DC and Columbus, OH – The Horticultural Research Institute, in collaboration with AmericanHort,
Society of American Florists, and the American Floral Endowment, released an educational video that provides
information on the horticultural industry’s essential role in bee and pollinator stewardship.
Titled, “Protecting Bees & Pollinators: What Horticulture Needs to Know,” the video narrates the current state of
bee and pollinator health, provides information on factors that impact pollinators and the environment including
the use of pesticides, and underscores the beneficial role horticulture plays in providing healthy and nurturing
pollinator ecosystems.
The video serves as a valuable resource to industry professionals and horticulture enthusiasts by providing an
overview of all the factors affecting bee and pollinator health today.
“Very few businesses can be more beneficial to bees and pollinators in this country than horticulture,” states John
Coulter, President of the Horticultural Research Institute. “Our passion is to grow healthy plants and flowers. Our
products offer the very thing pollinators need to thrive: diverse and ample sources of forage.”
“We know that horticulture provides essential food sources for pollinator populations. And we also know that
some consumers are concerned about pesticide use,” adds Michael V. Geary, President & CEO of AmericanHort,
the horticultural industry’s association. “To help us answer the tough questions posed by gardeners and
consumers, we’ve gathered top minds in conservation, research, and pest management to educate and inform us
on this issue. We are also funding and leveraging research on best practices for our members.”
Featured on the video are experts in the fields of conservation, pollinator research, and integrated pest
management, including:
•

Vicki Wojcik, Ph.D., Research Director, Pollinator Partnership
Dr. Wojcik oversees pollinator research for the Pollinator Partnership, an independent organization
committed to the protection of native pollinators vital to ecosystems and agriculture. Augmenting
pollinator habitat and forage is a driving goal for Dr. Wojcik and the Pollinator Partnership.

•

•

•

Richard Cowles, Ph.D., Entomologist, Connecticut Valley Laboratory
Dr. Cowles is a leading entomologist and researcher with more than 25 years of expertise in the areas of
biology, integrated pest management, and pest research. Using plants commonly found in the landscape,
he is researching systemic insecticide uptake and potential pollinator interactions with nectar and pollen.
In turn, this knowledge will further the establishment of best management guidelines for growing plants
and protecting pollinators.
Andrew Bishop, Ph.D., Managing Director, Green Leaf Plants
Andrew L. Bishop is an international recognized expert in all facets of greenhouse plant production and
pest management. He currently is a Managing Director for Green Leaf Plants in Lancaster, Pennsylvania;
providing starter plants to growers in ornamental horticulture, serving global markets from facilities in
the U.S. and British Columbia.
Zac Browning, Owner, Browning’s Honey Co., Inc.
Zac Browning is a 4th generation commercial beekeeper and honey producer operating over 20,000 hives
for honey production and pollination in multiple states. He has served the beekeeping industry in many
ways including as Trustee for the Foundation for the Preservation of Honey Bees, board member of the
National Pollinator Defense Fund, and is a past president of the American Beekeeping Federation.

The video was produced as part of the Horticultural Industry’s Bee & Pollinator Stewardship Initiative. In 2014,
the Horticultural Research Institute, in collaboration with AmericanHort, SAF, and the American Floral
Endowment, established this Initiative with three primary goals:
•
•
•

convene a task force to develop a bee and pollinator stewardship program, including creation of best
management practices for plant production;
identify and fund research that will help answer key science questions and fill gaps needed to design and
refine the stewardship program;
collaborate with other groups interested in augmenting pollinator habitat and protection.

To watch the “Protecting Bees & Pollinators: What Horticulture Needs to Know” video, go to:
http://americanhort.org/AmericanHort/Membership/Private/protect_bees.aspx. For more information on the
Horticultural Industry’s Bee & Pollinator Stewardship Initiative, visit:
http://americanhort.org/AmericanHort/Knowledge_Center/hri_pollinator_research.aspx.
The Horticultural Research Institute’s mission is to direct, fund, promote, and communicate horticulture
research. Providing information to the horticultural industry on current and emerging conservation topics,
funding research that provides clarification needed to define stewardship programs, and bridges the divide
between businesses and the consumer is another example of how HRI helps build prosperous businesses, advance
the green industry, and fulfill its core vision.

###
The Horticultural Research Institute (HRI), founded in 1962, has provided more than $7 million in funds to
research projects covering a broad range of production, environmental, and business issues important to the
green industry. Nearly $11 million is committed to the endowment by individuals, corporations, and associations.
For more information about HRI, its grant-funded research, or programming, visit www.hriresearch.org or
contact Jennifer Gray at 614.884.1155.
AmericanHort was formed in 2014 by the consolidation of the American Nursery & Landscape Association and
OFA – The Association of Horticulture Professionals. With a combined history of 220+ years, AmericanHort
supports nearly 16,000 member and affiliated businesses that include breeders, greenhouse and nursery growers,
garden retailers, distributors, interior and exterior landscape professionals, florists, students, educators,
researchers, manufacturers, and all of those who are part of the industry market chain. The horticulture industry's
production, wholesale, retail, and landscape service components have annual sales of $163 billion, and sustain

over 1,150,000 full- and part-time jobs. Our mission is to unite, promote, and advance the horticulture industry
through advocacy, collaboration, connectivity, education, market development, and research. The association has
offices in Columbus, Ohio for administration and member services, and in Washington, DC to facilitate
government relations and research activities. www.AmericanHort.org.
The American Floral Endowment (AFE) founded in 1961, is dedicated to advancing the industry through funding
floriculture research, educational grants and scholarships. More than $16 million has been funded toward
research projects benefiting the entire industry, and more than $700,000 has been funded in scholarships
designed to attract and retain the future leaders of the industry. To learn more about AFE visit
www.endowment.org or contact Debi Aker at 703-838-5211.

